Sherman Park Senior Living Center, originally Peckham Junior High School at 3245 North
37th Street – The 1927 building is early twentieth century Collegiate Gothic Style. It
included many innovative features for a junior high at this time. There was a copper-andglass botanical greenhouse on the second floor and a model home setting in a room just
above it. G.E. Wiley designed it. Wiley was the architect for the Milwaukee School Board
from 1924-1951. It was the second junior high school in Milwaukee and was part of the
early twentieth century progressive movement in education. The goal was to better
prepare youth for work, careers, trade schools, and college. Peckham Junior High School
was a “Cosmopolitan Type” school with a focus on science, including keeping living
plants and animals. Peckham operated until 1976.
It was closed as part of a
desegregation plan for Milwaukee Public Schools. Jackie Robinson Middle School moved
to the building. After closing in 2005, Robinson remained vacant until 2012, when it was
renovated and reopened as Sherman Park Senior Living Center. Some of its residents
attended the school as children. Key Source: National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form, US Department of the Interior
Sherman Park Community Association at 3526 West Fond du Lac Avenue – Despite all their
advantages, freeways were often a destructive force to urban communities. In the early
1970s, residents of the communities in the Park-West and Stadium-North freeway corridor
banded together to fight freeway construction through their neighborhoods. Area residents
felt that the freeways would create a "Berlin Wall" between the communities and prevent
integration. Sherman Park Community Association (SPCA) became heavily involved in
opposition to the freeways beginning in 1972. SPCA argued that the freeways would split
the community racially. A court injunction was issued and a five-year political and legal
battle ensued. Eventually, many local politicians saw the harm of a freeway running through
the community and in 1978 the Park-West and Stadium-North Freeways were officially
defeated. SPCA is a neighborhood-based organization composed of residents, businesses,
and institutions. Its purpose is to identify and publicize the advantages of living in Sherman
Park; improve communications about schools, housing, public safety, business and other
community needs and concerns; and to explore and further promote innovative projects
that will initiate actions furthering integrated urban living. Key Source: Sherman Park
Community Association
Felmers O. Chaney Correctional Center at 2825 North 30th Street – Felmers O. Chaney
Correctional Center (FCCC) is a state-run pre-release minimum-security prison. The 100bed facility opened in 2000. Inmates volunteer in the community and have helped with
IN:SITE projects in 2010, 2011, and 2013. FCCC is named after Felmers O. Chaney, a World
War II veteran who had a distinguished 36-year career with the Milwaukee Police
Department (MPD). He was the first African American promoted to the rank of sergeant
in the MPD. Following his retirement in 1983, Chaney worked with others to create North
Milwaukee State Bank and became its first president. He also became president of the
Milwaukee branch of the NAACP. As a member of the FCCC advisory board, he worked
to promote the institution’s mission for family and community re-integration. Chaney died
in 2012.
Mayor Tom Barrett called Chaney “a commanding presence who was
passionate about social justice.” Key Source: Felmers O. Chaney Correctional Center
Kilbourn State Bank Building at 2741 West Fond du Lac Avenue – Built in 1905 and
substantially remodeling 1928, it is a triangular Classical Revival structure. Frank W. Andree,
a noted Milwaukee architect, designed it and also was contracted for the makeover. It is
a significant example of a neighborhood-based bank at an important transportation hub
using distinctive architecture to attract attention. The building housed Kilbourn State Bank
from 1915 until 1971. Then it became the home of North Milwaukee State Bank, Wisconsin’s
first bank owned and operated by African Americans. After North Milwaukee State Bank
moved to a different location in 1979, it stayed vacant for decades. In 2003 the Milwaukee
Community Service Corps considered buying and restoring it. The City of Milwaukee had
taken over ownership of the building through tax foreclosure, and in 2005 gave the building
to the corps. The renovation proved to be much more expensive than anticipated, due to
a crumbling foundation and half of the building’s beams needed to be replaced. Many of
the people doing the remodeling were corps members learning job skills. The building
includes new windows, lighting fixtures, and crown molding. The 3,430-squre-foot building is
in the final stage of finding a tenant.
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Wisconsin Black Historical Society/Museum at 2620 West Center Street – The Wisconsin
Black Historical Society is housed in a building that was originally Milwaukee Fire
Department Engine House 22. In 1928 it was remodeled and became the Center Street
Library. You can still see the book slot for the library, which occupied the building from
1928 until 1988. In 1983, Clayborn Benson, a Milwaukee television photographer working for
WTMJ-TV, began working on a project about the history of Wisconsin African Americans.
During the three years of producing “Black Communities in Wisconsin,” Benson discovered
that documents were widely scattered and poorly preserved. With the interest generated
from the release of “Black Communities in Wisconsin,” Benson and other community
leaders were able to found the Wisconsin Black Historical Society/Museum in 1987. Its
mission is to document and preserve the historical heritage of African descent in Wisconsin.
Serving as a resource center for all people interested in Wisconsin’s rich African-American
heritage, the museum encourages and promotes family, community, and cultural
activities. Key Source: Wisconsin Black Historical Society
Subway, originally Van Ells Drug Store at 2652-54 West Fond du Lac Avenue – This 1903
building is Milwaukee’s finest remaining example of a small commercial building
designed in the Flemish Renaissance Revival style. The key feature of the building is the
scrolled front gable. The ornamentation increases in richness and detail from the
bottom to the top of the structure. It is a visual reminder of the people who settled
Wisconsin and the building traditions they brought with them from the Old World, in this
case, from Holland. Dutch-influenced architecture, such as the Van Ells building, is
exceedingly rare in Wisconsin, a popular area for Dutch settlement between the
mid-1840s and 1890. Henry Van Ells started as a clerk in 1883 at a downtown Milwaukee
drugstore. He went into business with a partner in 1893, and then established his own
business in 1903. Van Ells, his wife, Otillie, and their children Lester and Myron lived on the
second floor. In 1921 Van Ells sold the building and the business. Julius Leiser and Charles
Holst designed the building. It was finished during their first year in business together. Key
Source: Historic Designation Study Report, City of Milwaukee Dept. of City Development
Center Street Library at 2727 W. Fond du Lac Avenue – The grand opening for the building
was June 10, 1989. David N. Torphy and Kahler Slater Torphy were the architects for the
$1.8 million building. The library became a Community Technology Center in 2003. It is one
of six Milwaukee Public Library locations with laptop computers for public use in the library,
with a computer trainer to provide assistance. The library has two community meeting
rooms, available at no charge. The library features art by twenty local artists. In the library
lobby is the “African-American Wall of Fame” mural created by Reynaldo Hernandez. The
children’s room has a story corner illuminated by a skylight ceiling. Two years ago the City
of Milwaukee dedicated a site in front of the library to the memory of Mattiebelle Woods.
Woods died at the age of 102 in 2005. Called the first lady of the Milwaukee black press,
she was still writing her society column for the “Milwaukee Courier” the week she died. Key
Source: Center Street Library
Jefferson Hall at 2617 West Fond du Lac Avenue – The red brick and limestone trimmed
Federal Revival style building was constructed in 1928. Originally the building housed the
second home of the Freie Gemeinde or “Free Congregation.” “FREIE GEMEINDE” is inscribed
under the overhang. Two other Freie Gemeinde societies existed in America at the time.
They were organized to promote progressive political and religious thought, and the
Milwaukee society was officially chartered in 1868. The society sponsored lectures and
debates. Margaret Sanger and Clarence Darrow were two of the notables who attended.
It also hosted dances, plays, and concerts. Milwaukee architect Carl F. Ringer, who
designed the building, was a member. The building was named Jefferson Hall after Thomas
Jefferson. Inside were eight bowling lanes, two bars, and an auditorium that could seat
2000. An addition was constructed to the east with bands of large windows facing Fond du
Lac in 1940, designed by the firm of Grassold and Johnson. After World War II it became a
major meeting place for local labor unions. In 1947 at least nineteen held their meetings at
Jefferson Hall. By 1970 use of the hall by outside groups had declined dramatically. The
society disbanded in 1977. After remaining vacant for a number of years, and brief tenure
by a Lutheran congregation, it has been occupied by Kingdom Missionary Baptist Church.
Key Source: Determination of Eligibility Form, Wisconsin Historical Society
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Capuchin Apartments at 2502 West Tamarack Street – Capuchin Apartments, opened in
2011, is a collaboration between Heartland Alliance and St. Ben's Community Meal. The
Guest House of Milwaukee provides on-site case management and recovery support to
address the needs of residents to help them live independently and pursue personal goals.
The Guest House assists residents by providing support and referrals to services, including
health care, mental health resources, employment training programs, clothing and food
resources, and benefit assistance. A recovery support specialist works with residents to
create an individualized therapy plan emphasizing each resident's strengths and
goals. Capuchin Apartments features eighteen studios and twenty one-bedroom units,
each with a private kitchen and bathroom. Additional building amenities include a
multipurpose community room with a kitchen, computer center, fitness and wellness
center, and an outdoor patio and garden plots. Units are designated for consumers of
Milwaukee County's Behavioral Health Division, Milwaukee's chronically homeless
population, and low-income adults who meet income guidelines. Capuchin Apartments
provides long-term housing, not interim housing. Key Source: Capuchin Apartments
Tabernacle Community Baptist Church at 2500 West Medford Avenue – The architecture of
this 1919 dome-topped Classical Revival church stands out from the tall-tower churches
typical in Milwaukee prior to World War II. The firm of Leiser & Holst designed the church,
inspired by the Pantheon in Rome. Tabernacle Community Baptist Church was organized in
1922 and had its first building at 1632 N. 10th Street. Due to an urban renewal project, the
church needed to move and purchased Immanuel Baptist Church at the Medford Avenue
location in 1961. One of the special members of the church was Annie Mae McClain. She
sang in the choir and was a church mother. She also amassed an amazing collection of
church hats. By her death in 2003, McClain had over 70 hats, each with a unique style and
color. The hats symbolize independence, pride, and self-worth. She earned money for the
hats by working as a beautician. After her death the hats were displayed at the James
Watrous Gallery at the Wisconsin Academy in Madison and at the Milwaukee Historical
Society. Following these exhibits the hats were auctioned in 2007 and the proceeds went
to Women in Focus, Inc. Miss Annie Mae McClain Scholarships are given out annually to
minority youth.

Satin Doll’s Lounge at 2337 West Fond du Lac Avenue – The Satin Doll’s Lounge is run by
Minette D. Wilson. Wilson was famous for being the “Satin Doll” dancer for Duke
Ellington. She was known especially for dancing to the song with this name at the
Flame, a club in Bronzeville. The Flame was shut down in 1959. Wilson opened Satin
Doll’s Lounge in 1977.

Fondy Farmers Market at 2200 West Fond du Lac Avenue – Since 2000 the Fondy Food
Center has run the Fondy Farmers Market, a vibrant and trusted resource that has served the
community for over thirty years. Covering 38,000 square feet and open four days per week
during the market season, it is the largest farmers market in the Milwaukee area. The market
serves as the springboard for the agency's nutrition programs, which are designed to help
local residents make the most of healthier food options. The Fondy Farmers Market is also a
local economic engine. Almost all the farmers and vendors live in the City of Milwaukee.
There has been a farmers market at this site since 1980, when the Center Street Haymarket
at 3032 W. Center Street relocated. The Center Street Haymarket opened in 1917. In 2011
the Fondy Food Center took over eighty acres of land in Port Washington, WI. The purpose
of the Fondy Farm Project is to build a secure, economically viable farm cooperative for
small-scale, local immigrant and limited resource farmers that will provide fresh food for the
people residing on Milwaukee's North Side. Key Source: Fondy Food Center
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Seaway Bank and Trust Company, originally Badger State Bank at 2102 West Fond du Lac
Avenue – This 1928 two-story Neo-Classical Revival structure on a triangular lot is faced
with cut stone. The building features a round, compound arch entrance on both its
northwest and southeast facades. The interior of the mezzanine level includes original
rooms such as the Director’s Room, lunchroom, women’s locker room, and book vault.
Badger State Bank was incorporated in 1907. Original officers of the institution included
Gustav Reinke, William A. Tharinger, and Fred E Walber. Reinke was born in Germany
and immigrated to the US when he was thirteen. Tharinger ran a grocery store with his
brother at 24th and State. Walber brought his banking experience from working as a
teller at the Wisconsin State Bank. When the building was constructed it was touted as
“The Largest Neighborhood Bank in Milwaukee.” The firm of Kirchoff & Rose designed
the building. Shortly after being built, the stock market crashed, but Badger was able to
continue independent operations. Key Source:
Determination of Eligibility Form,
Wisconsin Historical Society
Bethel Baptist Church at 2030 West North Avenue – The 1883 building, with side towers
added in 1908, is German Gothic Revival architecture. The building was designed by Carl
F. Ringer, and the side towers by Bruns and Bruns. The church, facing North Avenue, is of
Cream City brick with a gabled façade and soaring central steeple flanked with two
spikey towers. The eaves are liberally embellished with ornamental brick corbelling. This is
one of the highlights of German-inspired nineteenth century church design in Milwaukee.
The exterior of the church has remained virtually unchanged since it was built. The design
of the church, originally Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, is an example of the Milwaukee
German-American community wanting to keep up with the latest architectural styles back
in Germany. A significant feature on the inside is a U-shaped balcony that stretches
completely across both sides and the back of the church. The interior has also remained
intact. In 1886 the church bought and installed three bronze bells weighing 1900, 1100, and
800 pounds. They are fine examples from Milwaukee’s Campbell Centennial Bell Foundry.
It is no longer in business, but at the time was one of the largest firms of its kind in the
country. In 1967 the church was sold to the Bethel Baptist congregation. Key Source:
Preliminary Historic Designation Report, City of Milwaukee
Columbia Savings & Loan at 2020 West Fond du Lac Avenue – The founders of
Columbia Savings & Loan Association were in business for ten years before they
made any money. Wilbur and Ardie Halyard wanted African Americans to be able
to own their own homes. Founded in 1924, its first location was at North 8th and
Cherry, moving to 2236 N. 8th Street in 1938, and in 1958 moved to its present
location. The couple participated equally in the business and in the community.
Ardie worked at Goodwill Industries for twenty years, but also did bookkeeping and
clerical work for the savings and loan in the evening for eighteen years. Ardie served
as treasurer and the first woman president and treasurer of the Milwaukee NAACP;
Wilbur as treasurer. Ardie was a member of the Wisconsin Governor’s Commission on
the Status of Women. She was born Ardie Clark in Covington, Georgia, the oldest
female of sixteen children. She graduated from Atlanta University.
Johnsons Park at 1919 West Fond du Lac Avenue – In 1842 the park was part of Samuel
Brown’s farm, where escaped slave Caroline Quarlls stayed, marking the beginning of
the Underground Railroad in Wisconsin. Wisconsin became an abolition leader and
Wisconsin’s Supreme Court was the only one to rule the Federal Fugitive Slave Act
unconstitutional. The farm harbored dislocated slaves on their way to freedom. One
hundred years later, dislocation became an issue again. In the 1960s, the Milwaukee
County Expressway Commission purchased homes for a proposed Park-West Freeway.
Although the homes in the park were razed, Sherman Park Community Association,
founded in 1970, took a leading role in halting the freeway construction. This summer
Milwaukee County Parks is constructing a new pavilion at Johnsons Park, a major step, in
coordination with the Center for Resilient Cities, to improve the park.
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